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and the residence of Turks within it, and granted
the people the right to elect their own princes. But
trie subjection of Moldavia remained merely nominal
until another of her rulers, driven out of the country
by dissensions, purchased the aid of the Turks by
further concessions. Not only was the tribute in-
creased, but a force of five hundred Turkish horsemen
was sent to guard the prince, whose son was detained
at Constantinople as a hostage for his good behaviour.
The degenerate descendants of Mirtschea had done
the same in Wallachia, and the system of buying the
support of the Sultan made that sovereign the arbiter
of Roumanians destinies. One zealous candidate for
the throne even adopted the Mahommedan faith, in
order to curry favour with his patrons, As long as
Hungary preserved her independence, her influence
was usually exerted against that of the Turks ; but,
when she too fell before them, they were absolute
masters of the Danubian principalities, and could
make and re-make princes as they chose. The ladies
of the Sultan's harem were won over by the wives of
ambitious Roumanians, and used their insidious in-
fluence with their Imperial master -for this or that
party in the principalities. All the artifices of
Oriental diplomacy were employed to win the
favour of those who had crowns to dispose of, and
the vendors showed absolute indifference to the
claims of any save the highest bidder. One of these
purchasers was a Greek adventurer, who had become
a Protestant under the influence of the Reformation
in Germany, and had fought in the armies of the Most
Catholic King of Spain! This remarkable person,